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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


ICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  ending  December  315/,  i8g8. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Birkdale  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district. 

As  compared  with  last  year  the  vital  statistics  are  very  favourable, 
which  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  ordinary  work  of  the  year  has 
been  carried  on  with  diligence. 

The  health  of  the  district  is  even  more  satisfactory  than  in  previous 
years,  there  being  a reduction  in  the  total  number  of  deaths.  There  was 
not  a single  death  recorded  from  either  Measles  or  Scarlet  Fever.  The 
deaths  registered  from  infectious  class  of  disease  were  as  follows : — Mem- 
branous Croup,  I ; Enteric  Fever,  i ; Whooping  Cough,  i ; Diarrhoea,  4 
— total,  7,  which  gives  a Zymotic  Rate  of  0-4 ; the  total  Death  Rate  for 
the  year  being  only  12-6,  which  includes  two  deaths  from  accident.  This 
condition  of  the  district  is  very  gratifying,  especially  as  it  is  in  part  due  to 
the  people  themselves  showing  a more  intelligent  grasp  of  the  extreme 
importance  of  attending  to  the  laws  of  health,  and  by  greater  cleanliness  in 
the  home  and  person.  The  officials  have  also  done  their  part  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  any  disease  by  vigilance  in  looking  after  the  isolation  of  cases 
and  the  thorough  disinfection  and  fumigating  of  all  known  infected 
premises. 


Fortunately  there  is  very  little  real  poverty  in  the  distriet  and  eases  of 
overcrowding  are  rare. 

There  has  been  a very  satisfactory  reduction  in  Infant  Mortality. 
The  Inspector  and  myself  have  made  every  effort  to  find  out  in  each  case 
whether  death  was  the  result  of  negligence  or  unavoidable  disease,  and 
have  frequently  advised  the  guardians  of  their  duty  to  the  children  under 
their  control. 

Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  a site  for  a new  Isolation 
Hospital,  but  so  far  without  success.  As  however  an  Isolation  Hospital 
is  absolutely  necessary,  I hope  your  board  will  at  an  early  date  be  able  to 
procure  a site  and  that  the  building  will  then  immediately  be  taken  in 
hand.  The  Small-pox  Hospital  has  recently  been  renovated  and  made 
available  for  immediate  use  for  any  emergency. 

Scavenging  is  still  carried  out  by  your  Board,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  no  complaints  have  been  lodged  by  the  householders  as  to  the 
carrying  out  of  orders  received.  There  are  no  factories  in  the  district,  and 
the  few  workshops  there  are  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time. 

SEWAGE  SYSTEM. 

The  International  System  of  Sewage  is  still  continued.  Many  of  the 
tanks  have  been  cleaned  and  repaired  and  this  branch  of  the  work  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  main  sewer  has  been  extended  along  Liverpool  Road 
South  from  Lloyd’s  Farm  to  the  Reformatory,  a length  of  775  yards  ; also 
on  Trafalgar  Road  for  30  yards ; also  on  Carlisle  Road,  Barrett  Road, 
Clinning  Road,  and  Hinorwic  Road,  four  new  Roads  on  the  Dinorwic 
Estate.  Additional  sewer  ventilating  shafts  too  have  been  erected  in 
various  places.  Great  attention  is  being  paid  throughout  the  district  to 
the  cleansing  of  the  sewers.  In  addition  to  the  usual  flushing,  apparatus 
is  now  being  obtained  for  having  the  drains  thoroughly  flushed  out.  Better 
means  of  sewer  Hushing  is  necessary.  It  is  desirable  that  automatic 
flushing  tanks  should  be  placed  at  certain  intervals,  and  I should  much  like 
to  see  1000  gallons  flushing  cart  in  order  to  remove  the  deposit  which  must 
necessarily  collect  in  the  sewer.  I think  if  this  were  obtained  at  once  it 
might  tend  to  suppress  the  very  objectionable  smells  which  are  sometimes 
noticed  in  the  various  manholes.  1 am  also  very  desirous  to  see  the  total 


abolition  of  the  open  privy  system  and  Bristol  ejects  and  the  substitution 
of  water  closets  provided  with  a proper  flush. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  generally  is  supplied  by  the  Southport  Waterworks 
Company.  In  a number  of  houses  the  water  was  turned  off  for  the  non- 
payment of  rate,  but  in  each  case  attention  was  paid  to  this  and  the  people 
warned  that  unless  they  paid  and  so  had  the  water  again  supplied,  the 
house  would  be  condemned  as  uninhabitable,  which  in  all  cases  proved 
effective. 

LIGHTING. 

Several  additional  incandescent  lamps  have  been  added  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  have  proved  effective  in  giving  more  light  while  at  the 
same  time  reducing  the  cost  per  lamp. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  are  still  kept  under  constant  supervision.  The  Inspector  sees 
that  everything  is  kept  clean  and  free  from  all  objectionable  smell. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Your  Veterinary  Surgeon  still  continues  to  make  monthly  reports. 
These  reports  of  late  tend  to  show  better  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers  and  a greater  desire  to  keep  their  shippons  clean.  In  addition  to 
which  the  Inspector  of  course  makes  periodical  visits  to  see  that  no  refuse 
nor  manure  heaps  are  left,  and  to  enforce  general  cleanlines. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  already  alluded  to,  the  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  have  been 
satisfactorily  few.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  in  no  case  has  there  been 
a recurrence  of  disease  after  proper  disinfection,  which  speaks  well  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  done.  Disinfectants  have  been  freely  distributed 
and  isolation  absolutely  insisted  upon. 

SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  of  Small-pox  were  recorded,  but  Ducker  Hospital  is  still 
kept  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
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MEASLES. 


As  before  mentioned  we  have  been  particularly  free  from  this  disease 
this  year,  which  is  a matter  to  be  congratulated  upon. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Rather  a large  number  of  cases,  37,  reported  during  the  year,  but  the 
precautions  taken  have  to  a certain  extent  proved  effectual  in  stamping 
out  the  disease.  Most  of  the  cases  have  arisen  from  children  attending 
the  same  school,  and  as  in  previous  years,  valuable  service  was 
rendered  by  the  various  authorities  of  the  Schools.  Every  case  under 
notice  received  attention  and  where  thought  desirable  or  sanctioned  by 
the  parent  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  I am  glad  to  report 
no  deaths  were  registered  under  this  disease.  The  bedding  of  the  patient 
was  in  several  cases  destroyed. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  has  been  a conspicuous  absence  of  Whooping  Cough  this  year. 
There  was  only  one  case  reported,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  it  proved  fatal. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  recorded  of  a very  mild  character, 
which  fortunately  did  not  in  any  case  result  in  death.  The  usual  pre- 
cautions were  taken.  Families  were  strictly  isolated,  the  houses  thoroughly 
disinfected  and  such  refuse  as  existed  destroyed.  Families  are  now 
advised  to  boil  their  milk.  The  water  supply  was  good  and  plentiful  in 
each  case. 

TYPHOID. 


'I'here  were  only  three  cases  of  Typhoid  reported  which  is  a con- 
siderable reduction  on  last  year,  though  I regret  to  say  in  one  case  the 
patient  died.  The  drains  and  milk  supply  were  as  usual  strictly  examined, 
and  as  in  former  years  all  precautions  were  taken  to  limit  the  disease. 
Two  of  the  three  cases  were  immediately  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease.  It  is  particularly  gratifying 
to  notice  the  lack  of  cases  of  this  disease,  as  it  is  a standing  proof  of  the 
satisfactory  state  of  the  Sewerage. 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


During  the  year  333  Births  (160  Males,  173  Females)  and  igo  Deaths 
(72  Males,  118  Females)  were  registered  as  occurring  within  the  district. 
Estimating  the  population  at  15,000  this  gives  a Birth-Rate  of  22*2  per 
1000  per  annum;  a Death-Rate  of  i2‘6  per  1000  per  annum,  and  a 
Zymotic  Death-Rate  of  0'4  per  1000  per  annum.  Number  of  Deaths  of 
Infants  under  one  year  to  1000  Births,  141. 


AGES  AT  WHICH  DEATH  TOOK  PLACE. 


Under  i year  47 

I and  under  5 years 1 1 

5 M 15  » 3 

15  25  „ 2 

25  ,,  65  ,,  66 

65  and  upwards 61 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


I go 


(Signed) 


Birkdale, 

February,  i8gg. 


ALBERT  V.  WHEELER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


II 
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BirUbale  'ITlrban  H)i6tnct  Council 


The  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  begs  to  report  that  from 
Jayiuary  15/  to  December  315/,  i8g8,  the  following 

Nuisances  have  been  abated: 


Nuisance  arising  from 

No. 

Remarks 

Drains  being  stopped 

32 

Drains  cleaned  out 

Drains  not  disconnected  from] 

19 

I Drains  disconnected  from  main 

main  sewer  and  ventilated  \ 

t sewer  and  ventilated 

Drains  blocked  by  tree  roots 

4 

Drains  re-laid 

House  drains  not  trapped  

9 

Drains  trapped 

No  drainage  to  dwellings  

5 

Drained  to  main  sewer 

Slop  water  closets  stopped  

21 

Closets  cleaned  out 

Offensive  privies  

7 

Converted  into  water  closets 

Offensive  privies  

6 

Converted  into  slop  water  closets 

Offensive  Osborne  and  pan  closets 

8 

Modern  water  closets  fixed 

Defective  soil  pipe  joints  

4 

Joints  caulked 

Dwellings  with  various  waste) 

j Various  waste  water  pipes  trapped 

pipes  not  trapped  ) 

5 

( on  the  inside  of  dwellings 

Dwellings  without  sinkstones  ] 
under  scullery  water  taps  ) 

4 

Sinkstones  provided 

Dirty  rain  water  cisterns  

7 

Cisterns  cleaned  out 

Defective  downspouts  

2 

Downspouts  repaired 

Defective  yard  pavement  

6 

Yards  re-paved 

Defective  manure  pit  

I 

Walls  cemented 

Accumulation  of  manure  

Manure  removed 

Boiling  old  fish  

Sturgeon  left  on  shore  by  tide  ... 

Defective  ashpits 

Keeping  animals  too  near  ) 

dwellings  j 

Town’s  water  turned  off  at  \ 
occupied  premises ) 

I 

I 

8 

5 

26 

Discontinued 

Removed  and  buried 

1 Bottoms  raised  and  ashpits 
( roofed  over 

Animals  removed  from  premises 

Town’s  water  turned  on  again 

Total 

182 

f) 


In  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  during  the  year,  140  were  abated  by 
the  various  owners  under  formal  notice,  on  discovery  of  the  same. 

42  Nuisances  being  abated  under  official  notices. 

No  legal  proceedings  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year  for  the 
abatement  of  Nuisances. 

During  the  year,  477  articles,  including  Beds,  Mattresses,  Quilts, 
Sheets,  Blankets,  also  eight  bundles  of  sundries,  along  with  seven  boxes 
of  wearing  apparel,  have  been  disinfected  at  the  Council’s  apparatus,  the 
same  being  removed  from  35  dwellings  where  sickness  had  rendered  such 
work  necessary  ; the  various  rooms  in  connection  with  said  dwellings 
being  fumigated  by  the  Council’s  officials. 

Three  beds,  four  mattresses,  and  three  bundles  of  old  clothes  were 
destroyed  by  fire  ; no  compensation  being  claimed  by  the  owners. 

There  has  been  no  recurring  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  on  any 
premises  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

NUISANCES  UNDER  NOTICE  TO  ABATE  AT  THE  END 


OF  YEAR: 

Defective  Water  Closets  i 

Defective  Privies  i 

Defective  Urinal i 

Flooded  Cellar i 

Total 4 


(Signed)  JAMES  JUMP, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


